Tabernacle Coverings Meaning

The Layers of the Tabernacle (from outside in):

1.

2,

Badger Skins/Sea Skins (Outermost): This layer, made
from the unknown tachash animal, was grayish and drab,
offering the primary defense against sun and rain,
symbolizing Christ's protective, unglamorous exterior.

Ram Skins Dyed Red: A layer of tanned ram skins, dyed
red, symbolizing Christ's sacrifice and atonement.

Goat Hair: A covering of goat hair curtains, representing
Christ as the sin-bearer, taking sins away.

Fine Linen Curtains (Innermost): Beautifully woven
curtains of fine linen with blue, purple, and scarlet threads,
featuring cherubim, visible only from inside the Tabernacle,
representing Christ's perfection, royalty, and atonement.

Badger Skin

Humility & Unattractiveness: The plain, drab outer layer
represents Christ's humble appearance and the rejection He
faced (Isaiah 53:2-3), contrasting with the world's desires
and foreshadowing the plainness of Christ's followers.

Protection: The rugged skins shielded the sacred inner tent
from sun, rain, and dust, symbolizing God's protection for His
holy presence and His people from the corrupting world.

Separation from the World: The outermost layer acted as a
barrier between God's holiness and the profane world,
emphasizing the need for spiritual purity and separation.

Divine Provision: The use of these durable hides, however
obscure the animal, signified God's provision for His people
in the wilderness, showing His care even in seemingly
insignificant details.
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Tabernacle Coverings Meaning

Rams Skin

Sacrifice & Atonement: The red dye signifies blood,
representing the sacrificial system and ultimately the blood
of Jesus Christ shed for the forgiveness of sins (atonement).

Protection: The durable ram skins formed a tough, weather-
resistant outer layer, symbolizing God's protective presence
over His people during their wilderness journey.

Christ's Sacrifice: It points to the ram God provided in
place of Isaac (Genesis 22) and anticipates Jesus'
substitutionary death, where He became the ultimate
sacrifice for humanity.

Hidden Glory: The ram skins, along with the badger skins,
covered the beautiful inner curtains, symbolizing that Christ's
true glory and divine beauty are veiled to the world, revealed
only to those who draw near.

Strength & Guidance: Rams symbolize strength, wisdom,
and guidance, reflecting Christ as the strong one who bears
burdens and leads His people.

Goats Hair

Protection & Dwelling: The durable goat hair served as an
outer layer, shielding the sacred inner sanctuary from sun,
rain, and desert dust, symbolizing God's protective presence
over Israel as He dwelt among them.

Sin & Atonement: Goats were central to atonement rituals,
especially the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16), where a
scapegoat carried sins away. The hair curtains thus
foreshadowed Christ's role in bearing sin, linking the earthly
dwelling to heavenly cleansing.
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Tabernacle Coverings Meaning

Humility & Accessibility: As a common, available material,
goat hair highlighted God's choice to dwell with His people in
a humble, portable way, making His presence accessible
despite His holiness.

Separation & Purity: The dark goat hair contrasted with the
pure white linen inner curtains, illustrating the separation
between sinful humanity and a holy God, a separation
bridged by Christ's sacrifice (2 Corinthians 5:21).

Fine Linen

Righteousness & Purity: Linen, especially white,
symbolizes holiness, purity, and righteousness in the Bible

(Revelation 19:8).

Christ's Human Nature: The fine, twined linen represents
Jesus's perfect, pure, and strong human character, as
depicted in the Gospels.

Divine Glory: The cherubim woven into the linen curtains
signify God's divine glory and presence within Christ's
humanity, making Him the visible manifestation of God.

Inaccessibility to the World: The inner linen, with its hidden
glory, was only visible inside the Tabernacle, much like
Christ's true beauty and divine nature are only revealed to
those who draw near to Him.

Redemption & Royalty: The blue (heavenly), purple
(kingly), and scarlet (redemptive) threads woven with the

linen also point to Christ's divine identity and sacrificial work,
notes
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